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And at noon of the yth. General Primo de Rivera, general
in command, dictated an order which stated, "The com-
mander of the column in the vanguard [Franco] has absolute
authority in the selection of land positions. He shall mark
out the front, and keep in mind that to cover the positions,
and to carry out the necessary services and internal consolida-
tion, he will need approximately 12,000 men, with their
corresponding cattle and materials/*
And he added, "The operation and its general character
being well understood, good will and initiative will counter-
act mistaken orders. But I want to insist that no place of
landing can succeed nor be carried out except under the fol-
lowing conditions: first, by surprise, that is to say, not to
carry it out at points especially warned, prepared, and de-
fended; secondly, to maintain free from the firing the precise
fringe of coast serving as a means of land communication and
as a place for the landing of auxiliary forces/'
In other words, the commander of the vanguard was en-
trusted with the selection of the place of landing, he was
given full powers concerning all the immediate operations,
and he was given complete authority for carrying out the
operations of the advance,
On the afternoon of the 7th, the Spanish and French
warships, and the vessels carrying the Ceuta brigade, made
a demonstration in front of the beach of Suani, to the east
of Morro Nuevo. In previous days the squadrons had made
demonstrations at various points off the coast of Gomara.
The"K" motor barges, big-bellied and iron-clad, had landed
the materials which corresponded to them. Each one was
capable of holding 300 men on foot. A sliding bridge would
be thrown out in order to facilitate access to the shore.
At four o'clock in the afternoon the ships, an imposing
fleet of eighty vessels, filed towards the bay of Alhucemas.
"Quite a distance from the ships and close to the coast,"